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What happens to my benefits when | am
incarcerated?

Regarding incarceration, there are different rules for
Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) and
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payments.

If you receive SSDI, your benefits will be
suspended (temporarily stopped) if you're convicted
of a criminal offense and sent to jail or prison for
more than 30 continuous days. However, if you are
incarcerated while awaiting trial, your benefits will
continue during that time. Your benefits can be
reinstated starting the month following the month of
your release.

Although you can’t receive monthly SSDI benefits
while you’re incarcerated (except when awaiting
trial), benefits to your spouse or children will
continue if they remain eligible.

If you receive SSI, your payments are suspended
while you’re incarcerated including while you are
awaiting trial.

Your payments can be reinstated in the month
you’re released. However, if your confinement lasts
for 12 consecutive months or longer, your eligibility
for SSI benefits will terminate and you must file a
new application for benefits.

Can | get my benefits reinstated after I’'m
released from prison?

If your SSDI or SSI benefits are suspended because

you were in prison, you can request Social Security
to reinstate your benefits. You’ll need to contact
Social Security and provide a copy of your release
documents before they can act on your request.
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What about my Medicare or Medicaid coverage?
Your eligibility for Medicare Part A (hospital

insurance) continues uninterrupted while you’re in
prison. However, Medicare Part B (medical
insurance) will terminate if you don’t pay your
monthly premiums while you’re in prison.

If your Medicaid eligibility is terminated while in
prison, you’ll need to contact your local Medicaid
office to apply for Medicaid coverage.

A Community Work Incentives Coordinator
can help you understand the impact
incarceration will have on your SSDI and SSI
benefits.

For more information about
Work Without Limits
Benefits Counseling

call us toll-free

1-877-YES-WORK
(1-877-937-9675)
or visit
WorkWithoutLimits.org

WorkWithoutLimits™

— PUTTING ABILITIES TO WORK—

Work Without Limits is an initiative of ForHealth Consulting, the consulting and operations division of UMass Chan Medical School.

This document was developed at U.S. taxpayer expense and is funded through a Social Security cooperative agreement. Although
Social Security reviewed this document for accuracy, it does not constitute an Official Social Security communication.

© 2025 University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School


http://www.workwithoutlimits.org/benefits-counseling/

	What happens to my benefits when I am incarcerated?
	Can I get my benefits reinstated after I’m released from prison?
	What about my Medicare or Medicaid coverage?
	Incarceration and SSI/SSDI
	Special Populations Fact Sheet 2025


